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To the GENTLEMEN, 
Who formed the deſign of opening a chapel, 


for divine worſhip, on Unitarian principles, 
At PLYMOUTH DOCK ; 


Whoſe generoſity and zeal have carried it into 


execution; 


At whoſe deſire the following diſcourſe was 
ä | preached ; 


And at whoſe earneſt and unanimous requeſt 
it is now publiſhed : 


And to all who have contributed to the accom- 
pliſhment of that pious undertaking ; 


THIS SERMON 
ls reſpectfully inſcribed, 


By their obedient ſervant, 


48 — THE AUTHOR. 
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| Paul's Defence before Felix. 


AcTs xxiv, 14, 15, 16. 


But this I confeſs unto thee, that after the way which 
they call hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of my fathers, 
believing all things which are written in the law 
and the prophets. And have hope towards God, 
which they themſelves alſo allqw, that there ſhall be 

| a reſurreftion of the dead, bath of the juſt and the 

« | unjuſt. And herein do I exerciſe myſelf to have 

| always a conſcience void of offence towards God and 
towards man. 


HE words, that I have read, are part of a a 
defence, which Paul made for himſelf before 1 

Felix, the Roman governor of Judea, againſt the | 
charge of Tertullus, the orator ; whom the Jews 
employed to accuſe this apoſtle. * By the Roman 

* law both parties were to be heard, before ſentence 
as paſt*,” When therefore this advocate had 
finiſhed his harangue, and the prieſt and elders had 

d atteſted his allegations; the governor beckoned with 


| * Dr. Benſon. i4 
l » | 
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his hand for Paul to ſpeak. On which he entered 
into a full vindication of himſelf againſt three 
crimes laid to his charge. Tertullus had accuſed 
him of ſedition, hereſy, and the profanation of the 
temple. As to the firſt, he ſuggeſts that he had 
not been long enough at Jeruſalem to form a party 
and attempt an inſurrect ion, and challenges them 
in fact to produce any evidence of ſuch practices, 
v. 11—13. As to the prefanation of the temple ; he 
tells them, that he had entered it with ſome peculiar 
rites of religious purification, and had behaved 


- himſelf there in a moſt peaceable and regular manner, 


ſo that his innocence had been evident, even before 
the ſanhedrim, where the authors of the tumult did 
not dare to appear againſt him, v. 179—21*. Our 


text is a reply do the ſecond charge: and it exhibits 


a candid ingenuous profeſſion of Paul's religion. 
« He confeſſes himſelf to be a chriſtian ;” but 
maintains, that in this he profeſſed the ſame faith, 
which the patriarchs and the prophets had embraced ; | 
nay, he urges that his ſentiments and views agreed 


with thoſe of his enemies, for he had the hope 


towards God of a reſurrection which they had; and 
that, ſo far from being guilty of the crimes of 
which they accuſed him, this expectation and faith 


* Cradock's Apoſtolical Hiſtory, p. 288, 289. Dod- 
dridge's Family Expoſitor, in loc. | 


engaged 


6 


engaged him to preſerve “ a conſcience void of 
* offence toward God and toward man.” 

Our deſign is briefly to open the defence of 
himſelf, which the apoſtle here ſets up—to make 
ſome remarks on it—and then to apply it to the 
preſent occaſion, | | 

The firſt thing which Paul alledges in his own 
favour, againſt the charge of his enemies, is that he 
worſhipped the ſame God as his, conſequently as 
their, pious anceſtors adored, © This I confels 
« unto thee, that after the way which they call 
„ bereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of my faihers.” 
The apoſtie uſeth the like language in other places. 
In writing to Timothy, he “ thanks God” as the 
being whom he had © ſerved from his forefathers 
with a pure conſcience,” And he may be conſi- 
dered as having borrowed his ſentiments and. 
language not only from the truth of the caſe, but 
from Ananias, who had revealed to him the purpoſes 
of divine providence with reſpe& to his converſion, 
and told him, © the God of our fathers hath choſen 
ce thee, that thou ſhouldſt know his will.” 

Under his preſent circumſtances, this view of his 
religious profeſſion was both a pertinent anſwer to 
the charge of Tertullus, and a juſt plea before the 
Roman governor. The Roman law prohibited the 
public and private worſhip of any God not allawed 
by public authority. Paul, as it were, pleads that 

A 4 this 


(8) 
this law could not affect him. He had not introduced 
any new God : but worſhipped only the God, whom 
the Jews did, and whoſe worfhip was permitted, 
nay ſanctioned, by particular edicts and decrees, 
through the empire, in which Felix was a governor“. 
And as a regard to paternal deities was held 
honourable among the Grecks and Romans, the 
plea of the apoſtle was an addreſs to the common 
ſentiments of mankind, and an appeal to the opinion 
of the moſt learned nations. 

It was alſo a particular reply to the charge 
brought againſt him, v. 5. © as a peſtilent fellow, 
* a mover of ſedition among all the Jews through- 
* out the world, and a ringleader of the ſect of the 
„ Nazarenes;” or of the new hereſy, With this 
invidious title was his religion branded. But how 
unjuſtly, how improperly, when it was the fame 
way, which his fathers and theirs had followed? 
Was this moving edition to adhere, with them, to 
the ſame object of devout adoration? Or could 
any reflection or obloquy reſt upon his worſhip, 
which would not as juſtly fall upon them who 
accuſed him? If they meant, by the charge of 
hereſy, to reproach him, the infamy was undeſerved, 
If they meant by it to draw on him the indignation 


* Lardner's Works, laſt edit vol. I. p. 190. 
+ Doddridge's Family Expoſitor, in loc. note (4), 
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of the Roman governor, it was groundleſs; for he, 
equally with themſelves, was under the protection 
of the Roman laws. | 

But not only with reſpect to the object of worſhip, 
but with regard to his principles of faith and hope, 
the charge of hereſy was ungrounded: for the 
apoſtle adds, ; 

That his worſhip was governed by the ſame 
rule as theirs: he, as well as they, believing 
all things which are written in the law and the 
„ prophets.” He avers his: ſacred regard to the 
law of Moſes, as derived from God, and to the 
prophets, who ſucceeded that lawgiver, in the 
different ages of the Jewiſh church, and in the name 
of God called them to repentance, or under his 
inſpiration predicted their future fates, and raiſed 
the expectation of the Mefſich. Here the apoſtle 
adapted his defence to the avowed ſentiments of 
his accuſers, and placed it on a ground, which 
they could not but reſpect and reverence, His 
faith was mafẽ Tonſiſtent and more perfect than 
that of many of his enemies: ſome of whom, as 
the Sadducees, acknowledged only the books of 
Moſes : and others of whom, as the Phariſees, ha 
added, to his law, the doctrines of men; and h 
corrupted, if not enervated, the divine code by 
human traditions. Paul, with the like reverence of 


faith, 


610) 


faith, embraced the prophets and the law: and he 
built his faith on the authority of the ſcriptures only, 
not on the uncertainty of traditions, 

This part of his vindication tended not only to 
prove, in general, that he was unjuſtly branded with 
infamy, and had an equal right with his accuſers to 
the protection of the magiſtrate: but it went, 
particularly, to juſtify his character as a preacher of 
Chriſt; for this aroſe out of his faith in the law 
and the prophets, who had teſtified of the Meſſiah. 
While he preached Chriſt, he was ſupported by 
what they had declared concerning him ; and inſtead 
of ſubverting, eſtabliſhed the authority of their 
word, and the truth of their predictions. His 
conduct reſted on a divine foundation, and it was 
animated by a glorious hope. In his principles and 
his object he agreed with thoſe, who impeached him 
as a * peſtilent man and an heretic,” | 

He proceeds, © and have hape code Gd 
& which they themſelves alio allow, that there ſhall, 
ebe a reſurrection of the dead, both of the juſt 
e and unjuſt.” This was more than all his coun- 
trymen, who were inimical to him, did allow: for 
the Sadducees ſaid that there would be no reſur- 
rection. The Phariſees, who were the leading and 
and popular party, held this doctrine, but not to 


that extent, to which Paul carricd his views; for it 
was 
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was the opinion of moſt of them that the reſur- 
rection would be limited to the righteous*, but the 
apoſtle conſidered it as comprehending men of all 
characters: ſo that, while the reſurrection of the 
juſt was a great ſupport to his mind under ſuffering 
and a moſt powerful motive to integrity; that of the 
unjuſt was a reſtraint upon wicked paſſions and a 
terror to evil doers; ſuch as they repreſented him 
to be. | 
This part of his defence, while it ſerved, with the 
other pleas advanced by the apoſtle, to ſhow his agree- 
ment with his accuſers, in points of the greateſt mo- 
ment, and to exculpate himſelf from the charge of 
hereſy, intimated to them the fearful expectation of 
judgment, which was before them, if they oppoſed 
the word and unjuſtly inflicted evil on the righteous. 
The apoſtle points to the eſſect, which the ſerious 
conſideration of the reſurrection of the dead ought 
to have on every mind, and then alledges the 
influence it had on his own. 
And herein,” or on this account as the phraſe 
may be properly rendered, “ do I excerciſe myſelf 
© to have a conſcience void of offence towards God 
and toward man.” The apoſtle not only urges, in 
his vindication, the faith he embraced and the hope 


* Wolzogenius, in loc, 
he 


( 12 ) 
he entertained, but his life and conduct“. His 
faith was divine : his hope was heavenly, his manners 
were pure and unblameable. In the former in- 


ſtances there was an agreement between his accuſers 
and himſelf; and in this they could not convict him 


of fin. So confident was he in the purity of his 


character, he challenges his enemies to produce the 


_ facts, if they had any to urge againſt him, or had 


found any evil thing done by him. That man 
very imperfectly diſcharges Eis duty, who doth not 
add to the belief of the truth and the hope of 
heaven the practice of all good works}. It was 
to the honour of the apoſtle, that he could appeal, 
in this reſpect, to friends and foes, that his behaviour 
was conſiſtent with his principles, and uniformly 
_—_— Felix, his judge, felt the force of 

his appeal, and deferred bringing the matter to a 


- deciſion, 


On theſe — did the apoſtle AE his juſti- 
fication againſt the charge of hereſy. His defence, 


if we conſider only this part of it, was conducted 


Poſtquam Paulus fignificavit quid crederet, quid ſperaret, 
nunc porro ſignificat quid faceret, ſeu quomodo vitam ſuam 
ageret. Wolzogenius. 

+ Non ſufficit ad officium hominis pio implendum ut vera 
credat et ſperet bona ; ſed oportet inſuper, ut operetur bona 


atq; honeſta, 
with 
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with propriety and force, Though unſupported 
by friends, he pleads his cauſe with compoſure and 


courage. He openly avows his ſentiments, but 


with a ſkill, which filences accuſation. His plea 
was in itſelf juſt ; but, as urged before a Roman 
magiſtrate, was particularly pertinent and valid, 
What hereſy could there be in worſhipping the 
fame Almighty Being, whom his nation worſhipped 
in believing the ſame ſcriptures which they had 


received; in looking for that reſurrection of the dead 


which they expected; and in being guilty. of no 


offence either toward God or toward man? In this 


ſtate of his caſe there was much addreſs. Beſides 
being adapted to diſarm prejudice, it was ſo framed 
as to involve his accuſers in the ſame charge of 
hereſy, they alledged againſt him, It was a full 
* and ſatisfactory defence from the civil power, 
and ought to have aſhamed his enemies, if piety, 
worth, and virtue could have expiated the offence 
6e of differing from them in opinion“ .“ It ſhows 
the character of Paul to great advantage. The 
propriety, wiſdom, and temper evident in it are 
incompatible with the wild enthuſiaſt. - The plain, 
intelligible, and excellent principles contained in his 
confeſſion of faith, the ingenuous courage which 


his vindication breathes, and the rectitude of his 


* Sermon on the Scripture Idea of Hereſy, p. 11. 
character 
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character are incompatible with a decerver of the 
people. While we acquit the apoſtle from the ſu!- 
pieion of intending to deceive, and ſee in him no 
trace of enthuſiaſtical deluſion, we muſt conclude 
that he ſpake the words of truth; but if the words 
of truth, the words of Gop and cur SALVATION. 
The verdict, which declares him to be the man of 
ſound mind and upright character, eſtabliſhes allo his 
miſſion from heaven. | 

But, when we ſee that neither wiſdom nor in- 
nocence could ſecure this preacher of Chriſtianity 
from baſe miſrepreſentations of his conduct, we 


have a ſpecimen of thoſe difficulties, with which 


Chriſtianity, when it was firlt planted, had to 
contend. ' So ſtrong is the attachment of man- 


kind to eſtabliſhed opinions and ancient cuſtoms, 


that the mind revolts at what tends to the change 
and ſubverſion of them. Innovation raiſes reſent- 


ment and arms oppoſition. Religion is thought 
too ſacred to be touched by the hand of the 


reformer, Novelty which in many caſes has 
charms, is offenſive here; and antiquity is ſup- 
poſed to ſtamp. a mark of divinity. 

Chriſtianity was conſidered as a new doctrine, 
and the preachers of it were treated as men, 


who brought to the ears ſome ** ſtrange things ;” 


ſuch as never had been heard from the profeſſors 
of various learning in the feats of ſcience, nor 


from the ſcribes of the Jewiſh ſynagogue, On 
| | ths 


E 


this ground the Goſpel was condemned as a hereſy, 
and Paul arraigned as a peſtilent man and a mover 
of ſedition. Such falſe accuſations were advanced 
againſt him. Perſons of the higheft rank and 
of a ſacred character brought forward and ſup- 
ported the charges, to which ignorance and pre- 
judice gave birth. Tertullus was employed to 
uſe againſt him, the arts of an inſinuating and 
deluſive oratory: and he is carried to the tribu- 
nal of a heathen magiſtrate, and an unjuſt judge; 
a man, in private life, abandoned to lewdneſs, 
and, in his government, a plague, by his op- 
preſſions, to all the provinces over which he 
preſided. 

Not in the preſent caſe only did Paul ſtand 
expoſed to the ſhafts of calumny and to the ſen- 
' tence of a wicked tribunal. Theſe were dangers, 
to which, in the courſe of his miniftry, he was 
continually expoſed. And all the other apoſtles 
were partakers of his ſufferings. 

The deſign of theſe iniquitous meaſures was 
not ſo much to bear down the preachers of Chriſ- 
tianity, as to ſuppreſs the ſpread of the cauſe 
in which they were embarked, and to deſtroy it 
in its birth. Thoſe holy men, who taught the 
way of ſalvation, ſupported the oppoſition of their 
enemies with fortitude ; and the Goſpel, for which 
they endured every evil, triumphed over falſchood 

and 


| 
| 
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and power, Its triumphs diſplayed the force of 


innocence and truth, and manifeſted the preſence 
and authority of God, with thoſe who preached 


it. Its ſucceſs was advanced by the difficultics 


thrown in its way : and our faith in it is eftab- 


liſhed, as we trace its progreſs, by the victories 


which we ſee it gaining. At the ſame time, 
We muſt condemn and lament the power of 
prejudice, which perverts and miſrepreſents the 
beſt things. Chriſtianity itſelf, that ſublime and 
excellent doctrine, which contained leſſons of peace 
and benevolence, and taught the reſutrection of 


the dead, was branded with the name of Hereſy. 


— Paul, the preacher of it was traduced, as a 
peſtilent fellow, and a mover of ſedition, among 
all the Jews, a ringleader of the hereſy of the 
Nazarenes ; for ſo the term ſhould be tranſlated 
in the 5th as in the 14th verſe. The original 
word is in itſelf a term. of no criminal import; 
it means no more than choice and ſeparation. — 
But, in the text, it appears to be uſed in a bad 


ſenſe : for it formed part of a charge againſt the 


apoſtle, and he eyidently aimed to wipe off a 


reproach and odium conveyed under it, Even 


in the 5th verſe, where it is rendered /e#, it can- 
not well be conſidered as wholly indifferent ; but 


connects with it ſome ſentiments of cenſure and 
contempt. 5 a 
5 A . 
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A majority, long eſtabliſhed and powerful, is 
ever inclined to be jealous of a new party or to de- 
ſone it. The Chriſtians in particular, were a fect 
every where ſpoken againſt ; and Paul, as aſſociat- 
ing with them, was miſrepreſented 2nd abuſed ; 
though his enctnies could nor, when challenged to 
do it, prove the things whereof they acculed him. 


e had preached the reſurrection of the dead 


through Jeſus Chriſt; he had taught juſtification 
through faith only; he had aſſerted the freedom of 
the Gentiles from the obligations of the Moſaic law. 
This conduct was perverted into a ground for im- 


peaching him of {edition and branding him with hereſy. 


In this great injuſtice was done to the apoſtle; 
an attempt was made to impoſe on his judge; a 
popular cry was cheriſhed and fomented againſt this 


preacher of Chriſtianity ; and their own minds and 


the minds of others were diverted from a calm and 
fair- examination of his doctrine. An accuſation 


ſerved for proof, and an evil. name for conviction 


- of guilt. 


We, who have the whole hiſtory of the apoſtle 


before us can eaſily diſcern the folly and miſchief 


of ſuch raſh judgment. We, who ſee the evidences, 
the excellence and the triumphs of that religion 
which he preached, perceive that his accuſers, led 
away by their haſty and paſſionate opinion, fought 

| B againſt 
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againſt God and rejected his counſel for their fal- 
vation. This ſhould be a leſſon of caution to us, 
how we judge according to appearance, and con- 
demn without hearing. 

I am thus led to apply the whole of the ſubje& 
fo the occaſion of this day's ſervice. The princi- 
ples, on which pious zeal has raiſed this building, 
are juſt, important, and ſcriptural. But ſome, 1 
doubt, will not be ready to conſider them in fo fa- 
vourable a light; and come here, either ignorant of 
them or prepoſſeſſed with prejudices againſt them. 
They, who underſtand and enter into their im- 
portance, may devoutly congratulate themſelves on 
ſeeing this ſtructure, which originated with them, 
finiſhed and opened, and may be properly reminded 
to carry their religious principles into an uniform 
practice of devotion and virtue, To both claſſes 
of hearers the ſubject, will, I conceive, ſuggeſt, in 
theſe views, various uſeful . hints. 

Firſt, I would addreſs thoſe, who are either ig- 
norant of the principles on which theſe walls have 
been raiſed, or are not diſpoſed to think favourably 
of them. You have heard, how the moſt excellent, 
even the heavenly ſyſtem of truth and grace, and one 
of the moſt eminent and worthy miniſters of it, not 
ſurpaſſed by any in his labours, ſufferings, and vir- 
tues, were misjudged and calumniated ; were invidi- 

| ouſly 
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oully ſtigmatiſed with evil names and oppreſſed wich 

violence. 
In all ages of the world divine truth and ity diſ- 
ciples have met with the like fate. They have been 
miſrepreſented, and under falſe colours evil en- 
treated. As far as this has been the caſe of that 
Chriſtianity, which we all embrace, there is not 
a perſon here, but reflects on it with ſtrong diſ- 
approbation and grief, You think with yourſelves, 
that had you been in thoſe days, you would not have 
been partakers with ſuch, as raſhly and unjuſtly, 
oppreſſed the Goſpel and perſecuted the faithful ac's 
herents to it. You think this, haviag both a full 
conviction of the iniquity of their conduct, of the 
divinity of the doctrme they withſtood, and of the 
integrity of the holy men whom they reviled and 
perſecuted. 

But, alas ! few of us, perhaps, are ſenſible ho 
our minds, had we lived in thoſe days, might have 


been carried away by the ſame popular prejudices, 


and have been tranſported into a zeal, that would 
have born down truth by calumny and authority — 
The queſtion is not, what part would we have, 
then, acted! But what is, at preſent, our conduct 
towards thoſe Who differ from us? Do we obſerve 
reaſon and argument? Do we exerciſe geatinch 
and good, nature ? 


B 2 Through 
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Through the happy ſpirit of theſe times, the 
tribunal of the magiſtrate is not open to the charge 
of hereſy ; nor can any, under the notion of being 


the tingleaders of an infamous ſect, be haled to pri- 


ſon. But ſtill an infamy is attached to ſome opi- 
nions: and with too many men hard names and ill- 
language are familiar expreſſions of diſlike; by 
which they paſs verdict on a cauſe without hearing 
it, and excite in the breaſts of others prejudices 
againſt it. 

We, againſt whom theſe prejudices are raiſed ; 
we, on whom theſe invidious titles fall, could ſup- 
port his evil, were not by this means the progreſs 
of God's truth obſtructed. We are grieved to ſee 
men, miſled by the warmth of their paſſions, pre- 
venting themſelves and one lee ber examining 
the ground of thoſe principles, which weingenuouſly 
avow and to the progreſs of which we devouthy and 
earneſtly wiſh ſucceſs, 

The hiſtory before us 2dmoniſhes you, brethreo, | 
of the weakneſs, the folly, nay the impiety of con- 
demning men and opiniqns without a fair hearing. 
At was owing to this that Paul was calumniated 
as an hereſiarch, unjuſtly arraigned, and cruelly per- 
ſecuted. You yourſeives, when you conſider this 
hiftory, learn from it to reprobate the iniquity of 
the proccedings, which it relates. We would aſſure 

9 ourfelvcs 


( 21 ) 


ourſelves, that with the inſtructions of this hiſtory 
freſh upon your minds, you will be diſpoſed to hear 
our defence : and, though you may be ready to charge 
us, as Paul was charged, with hereſy, you will ſuſ- 
pend the ſentence, till you have heard our plea. 

It is our conſolation and our boaſt, that we can 
take up the language; that we can adopt the 
ſentiments of the apoſtle. * This we confeſs, that 
e after the way, which ſome may call hereſy, fo 
1 worſhip we the God of our fathers; believing all 
things which are written in the law and the pro- 
« phets : having hope towards God, that there will 
be a reſurrection of the dead, both of the juſt and 
e of the unjuſt : and on this account we exerciſe 
* ourſelves to have always a conſcience void of 
« offence towards God and toward man.“ This is 
our confeſſion of faith. To bear our teſtimony 
to this faith, to theſe plain, important and ſacred 
principles, is this houſe erected. To renew our 
acknowledgment of theſe principles, from one week 
to another and to open our hearts to their divine 
| energy it is our pious purpoſe to bow our knees in 
this place, before the God and Father of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. Are we not, my fellow- chriſtians, in 
theſe grand articles, partakers with you in the fawe- 
faith and the ſame hope? We worſhip God: we 


believe in Chriſt ; the ſcriptures are our rule; and 
\ B 3 ” 
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. 


the aſerreRtion of the dead is the object of our ſe- 
rious expectation. 

Where we differ from you, it-1s upon this ground, 
that we are conſcientiouſly deſitous of preſerving 
thoſe principles in their original purity and ſimplicity, 
free from abſurdities in doctrine or ſuperſtitions in 


practice. As you are ProTESTANTS, as you are 


Diss#NTERs, you muſt own, that this deſire is pious 
and commendable. You are convinced, as well as 


we, that the religion of Chriſt hath been corrupted. 


On this account you all diſcard Popery, and many 
of you ſeparate from the Church of England. You 
juſtly think it your duty to keep the commandments 
of God and the faith of Jeſus pure and undefiled.— 


We are happy then, that you are with us in the main 
principle : we judge that we have great and good 


| reaſon to carry that principle further than you do, 


and to apply it to other points, 

In no inſtance doth the application of it appear 
to us ſo important, as with reſpect to the worſhip of 
God and his Unity. On this head the Jewiſh ard 
Chriſtian revelations have been moſt. plain and ex- 
plicit. Our text furniſhes us with clear and deciſive 
proofs, - that the object of worſhip through both 
diſpenſations 1s the ſame, and is one Being. © After 
the way, which they call hereſy,” ſaith the apoſtle, 
+ ſo worſhip I the God of my fathers.” He de- 
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elares, that he prayed to rhe fame God after he 


became a Chriſtian, that he did before : and that 


this was the ſame Being, who had been adored by - 


the pious Jews through all ages. This Peing under 
the Old Teſtament bore the name of the Lon p, or 
Jenovau, and was alſo ſtiled the God of Abraham, 
Tſaar, and Jacob. Under the New Teſtament he is 
called the Father, and the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Thus Chriſt himſelf faith, that the God of 
the Jews was his Father, It is my Father that ho- 
noureth me, of whom ye ſay, that be is your God.” 
John vin. 54. After his reſurrection he uſed the 
ſame language; I afcend unto my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.” John xx. 17,— 
The. apoſtle Feter, in like manner, aſſerts, that the 
Feing, © who glorified Jeſus and raiſed him from the 
dead, was the God of their Fathers, the God of 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob.” Acts iii. 13. 

It carries an awweful and commanding weight to our 
minds, that the holy ſcriptures always ſpeak of this 
Being as truly and ſtrictly one. So in the firſt com- 
mandment; I am the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt 
have no other Gods before me. Exod, xx. 3. So in 
the words of Chriſt to the ſcribe, borrowed from 
Moſes, but thus ſanctioned by him, The Lord our 
God is one Lord ; and thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy ſtrength.” Mark xv. 29, 30. 
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It carries an awefu! and commanding weight to 
our minds, that the bleſſed Jeſus addreſſes this 
Being, as the only true Ged; and that his holy 
apoſtle Paul declares, again and again, that there 
„is but one God, the Father.” This, language 
firikes us, and appears to us totally incompatible 


with the notion of a plurality of perſons in the 


godhead, To us it ſeems extremely erroneous, 
not to ſay, a bold deviation from the ſcriptures of 
truth, for any man ſay, that the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit are one God; when the ſcriptures, in 
as plain words as pcſhble, ſay that the exe God is 
the Father, | 

It further carries to our minds an aweſul and com- 
manding weight, that this one glorious and eternal 
Being, the God of the Jews, the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is expreſsly declared to be the 
only object of prayer. The hour cometh and 
now is,” ſaith Chriſt Jeſus, © that the true wor- 
ſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in 
truth.“ John iv. 23. Mankind had bowed their 


knees to various idols, and had a multitude of ob- 


jects of worſhip : but it was not to be fo for the 
future; all prayers were to be directed to the Father 


and him only. When his diſciples requeſted him 
to inſtruct them how to pray, he replied ; When 


ye pray ſay; Our Father, who art in heaven, hal- 


| lowed be 4%) name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 


done * 
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done ;” all the addreſſes are in the ſingular number, 
clearly expreſſing and defining one perſon. 

It carries an aweſul and commanding weight to our 
minds, that when the bleſſed Jeſus poured out his 
prayers and thankſgivings, he addreſſed himſelf to 
his Father only; O Father, Lord of heaven and 
« earth : O my Father; Father, the hour is come 
& elorify thy fon; that thy ſon may glorify thee ;” 
and that the apoſtles, following his example, taught 
the ſame doctrine and prayed on the ſame model. 
* I bow my knees,“ ſaith Paul, “ unto ihe Father 
« of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, giving thanks always 
« for all things to God, even he Father.” © Bleſſed 
be the God and Father of our Lord. Chriſt” is the 
language of Peter. 

Thele are plain and full direQtiqns,4o whom we 
ought to pray, even to the God, whom Paul, whom 
the Jewiſh church worſhipped ; the One God and Fa- 
{her of all. The deep and ſerious ſenſe of this matter, 
which theſe paſſages and many ſuch leave on our 
minds 1s confirmed and ſtrengthened by that dif. 
courſe which the holy Jeſus had with his diſciples, 
before his laſt ſufferings and death : when, beſides 
renewing his commands, that they ſhould pray to 
the Father, he alſo forbad them to pray to himſelf 
after his aſcenſion and he was withdrawn from them. 
In that day ye ſhall :{k me nothing.“ John xvi. 23. 
To us it appears, that we could not pray to Chriſt 

| without 
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without going againſt all his injunRtion*, eſpe- 
cially this laſt prohibition. As we honour his name, 
and revere his authority, we cannot do it. Our 
«* ſureſt, ſafeſt way in our religious concerns is, we 
« conceive, to adhere to the words and directions of 
* ſcripture in every particular; by ſo doing we 
become the true worſhippers, who know what 
« we worſhip ; and who worſhip the Father in ſpirit 
« and in truth; for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to wor- 
„ ſhip nim®,” 

In many ſocieties of Chriſtians, in all eſtabliſhed 
churches, this cannot be done. We fee it with 
 Pious concern and grief, Our conſcience obliges us 
to withdraw from ſuch churches ; but with candour 
for their miſtakes, while we reject their errors. Nay, 
our earneſt deſire to glority God, even the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, excites us to countenance 
and form ſuch. ſocieties, where the object of wor- 
ſhip is not multiplied ; where prayers are not ex- 
preſſed in unſcriptural terms; where a faith per- 
plexed and confounding to reaſon is not blended 
with the devotions: but where all the addreſſes, whe- 
ther of homage, truſt, or praiſe, are diiected to the 
Father, ; | : 


® Rogers '; excellent ſermon, preached in the pariſh church 
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In acting thus we are are perſuaded, that we de 
honour to the One God and Father : that we do a 
thing pleaſing to our divine maſter, who ſought not 
his © own glory, but the glory of him that ſent him.” 
We take a ſtep, that is neceffary to the peace of our 
minds as we would not falſify, nor act the hypocrite 
in the molt ſolemn offices of religion; but would 
approve ourſelves to that being, who ſearcheth the 
heart, as his humble, ſincere worſhippers. 

Having thus ingenuouſly avowed and plainly 
ſtated the principles, upon which theſe walls have 
been raiſed into a ſtructure to the glory of God the 
Father, we hope for, we will. promiſe ourſelves, 
Chriſtians, this piece of candour, nay of juſtice from 
you, who cannot ſce the queſtion in the ſame light 
in which it appears to our minds, to believe, that 
we act from pious motives ; from a reverential fear 


of God leſt we ſhould add to or corrupt his word 


and from a religious regard to the commands of 
Chriſt Jeſus, whom we receive as our Maſter, whom 
we love as our Saviour, and before whoſe tribunal, 
as our Judge, we expect to appear. They whoſe 
views I have endeavoured to explain and 4 
will permit me, 

Secondly, To addreſs them with the word of ex- 
hortation, ariſing from the text and the occaſion.— 
By the generoſity and exertions which you have 


ſhewn in erecting this ſtructure, you appear before 


” the 
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the public, teſtifying, as did the apoſtle Paul, “ after 
* the way which they call hereſy, fo worſhip J the 
* God of our fathers.” The cauſe, to which you 
have built this houſe, you are ſenſible has been 
always, from the Reformation to this time, an op- 
preſſed cauſe, It has ſuffered obloquy and perſe- 
cution*. Penal laws are till in being againſt it+, 
And, even in this ape of -freedom, liberality, and 
enquiry, much odium heth upon it. At belt the 
honours and emoluments of the world are not with 
it. But under theſe circumſtances, ycu, however, 
Rand forth and avow your principles. You imitate 
the ingenuous, holy courage of the apoſtle Paul. 
his is certainly to act a laudable part: on which 
the lovers of God and his truth muſt congratulate 
you. On which you may congratulate yourſelves. 
Sincerity is an excelient virtue, worthy the diſciples 
of the true and faithful witneſs ; worthy of thoſe, 
who are perſuaded, that they are poſſeſſed of the 
truth; worthy of thoſe who are animated to fidelity 
by the promiſe of a crown of life. By ſuch open, 
ingenuous conduct the Chriſtian doth honour to his 
own character; and renders an eſſential ſervice to 
the truth, which is to be diſſeminated and advanced 


* Ample proofs of this occur in the inftruftive and intereſt- 
ing work of Mr. Lindſey, entitled an Hiſtorical View of the 

State of the Unitarian Doctrine and Worſhip. 
+ Statute 8 and 9 William III. 
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by being openly confeſſed and avowed. To conceal 
it, under an inconſiſtent profeſſion, is hypocriſy. To 
ſapprels it, is perfidy. 

In no inſtance is this behaviour more evil and 
miſchievous than in what relates to the unity and 
worſhip of God. When once that primary idea, 
& of the Almighty Father of the Univerſe, is given 
e up, there is nothing ſo ablurd and ſhocking, which 
«* ignorance and folly may not adopt*.” You are 
aware of this; and have taken this moſt explicit and 
effectual method of guarding the idea of the divine 
unity, by opening a place of worſhip, where the 
devotions ſhould ſtrictly adhere to it; and the mem- 
bers of the ſociety ſhould be conſidered as avowed 
advocates for it. The principle which governs you, 
the object to which your zeal is directed, are both of 
the firſt importance and value. Rejoice, Chriſtians, 
in the piety of your views, and in the fincerity of 
your profeſſion. You are thus, as it were, fulfilling 
the words of Chriſt : The hour cometh, and now 
* 15, when the the true worſhippers ſhall worſhip 
uE FATHER in ſpirit and in truth.” 

For many ages this prediction of the great change, 
which the Goſpel would, in this reſpect, produce in 
the world, was as * a light ſhining in a dark place.” 
After thouſands and ten thouſands had been turned 
from darkneſs to light, from idols to ſerve “ the 

®* Rogers's Viſitation Sermon, p. 7. 
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« living and true God,” paganiſm and idolatry re- 
vived again, and flouriſhed even in the Chriſtian 
church. To Jupiter and Juno, and the deitirs of 
the heathens, ſucceeded, in the church of Rome, 
faints and angels and the Virgin Mary. To this day 
moſt proteſtant churches retain a plurality in their 
worſhip : and, in fome ſervices, God is invoked 
under the idea of having been born, of ſuffering and 
dying, and as having felt the moſt humiliating 
changes“. But within theſe few years, the worſhip 
of many Chriſtian ſocieties hath been reformed, and 
been brought back nearer to the ſimplicity preſcribed 
by Chriſt, of praying to the Father only. Ne- 
ſocieties, at different places, in England, Scotland, 
and America, have been formed upon this plan.— 
Think of it with devour pleaſure, that you have 
added one to the number ot ſuch ITO commu- 
nities, truly evangelicalꝶ. 


* See the Litany. | 
+ For the information of thoſe, who were not preſent at 
the opening of the chapel, when this diſcourſe was delivered, 
or are not acquainted with the mode of worſhip adopted by 
the congregation, it may be proper to ſay ; That a 
« LiTuRGyY compiled from the Book of Coumon Prayer 
*« reformed, according to the plan of the late Dr. Samuel 
« Clark,” will be uſed, in conjunction with a prayer 
before and after ſermon, formed by the officiating miniſter, 
The Liturgy is fold by J. Johnſon, London; M. Haydon 
and Son, ay ; and P. F. Maurice, Plymouth Dock, 
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By ſuch exertions and efforts they will encreaſe, 
and that worſhip prevail in the proſpect of which ; 
Chrilt Jeſus rejoiced. It was a pleaſing thought to 
him, that this hour was coming. Is it not alſo a 
pleaſing thought to you? Tes; you do rejoice in 
it. The word of prophecy will be tulfilled: * In 
that day the Lord ſhall be One, and his name One.” 
To a good mind, who honoureth the Father, this is 
a gladdening proſpect. Admit the word of ex- 
hortation. | 

To carry a conſcientious principle into the whole of 
| life. You avow yourſclves to be governed by it in 
your religious concerns. You are ſolicitous in the 
worſhip of the Almighty Maker of all things to 
preſerve © a conſcience void of offence ;” diſcarding 
forms at which your judgment revolts as unſcriptural, 
and expreſſing yourſelves in the language of ſincerity 
and truth. That picty which flows from principle, 
and is active in its exertions, is an important and 
excellent thing. The authority of the holy ſcriptures 
is, by theſe means, maintained; the integrity of 
your minds is kept uncorrupted ; and an acceptable 
worſhip, becauſe that of ſpirit and truth, is rendered 
to the Father of all. This hath a favourab'e aſpect 
on the intereſts of Chriſtianity at large, and trends to 
form and raiſe a complete character of religion and 
virtue, =y 
| A con- 
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A conſiſtent, uniform character of religion and 


virtue is the object, to which all our defires and 


endeavours ſhould bend. The apoſtle expreſſes it 
by the phraſe, © having a conſcience void of offence 
„ towards God and towards man.” The purity 
and ſimplicity of our worſhip, its being brought to 
the ſcriptural ſtandard, though an important point, 
eſpecially conſidering with what difficulty corruptions 
in religion are reformed, is yet but one point gained. 
It is but one, though a leading, inſlance of fidelity 
to Gop and his Chriſt. There are, beſides an ha- 
bitual ſpirit of devotion, a daily reverence of God 
upon our minds, all the uſeful and lovely train of 
Chriſtian graces in domeſtic and ſocial life and 
every perſonal virtue, which call for our ſtudy and 
purſuit. What fignifieth the worſhip of Gop with- 
out obedience to him ? 

Here you are to meet and. liſt up your hearts 
with humble and grateful devotion to Ons Gop, the 
father of all; reverent'y owning his peerleſs majeſty, 
his ſupremacy in nature, in dominion and goudneſs, 
But is this to be done ſeldom only; with intervals of 
frequent and unneceſſary abſence, as if the worſhip of 
God was merely an incidental ſervice? Or, when 
this tribute of veneration hath been paid, are all 
thoughts of God to be diſmiſſed and the veneration 
of him to be dropt, when we leave the houſe of 


prayer 


K+ ©, 
prayer: as if his authority did not continually bind 
us: as if his preſence did not conſtantly encompaſs 
us? If we here bow before him, as the king 
eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only true God : be 
it remembered, that he is this ſame glorious being, 
in all places and at all times; ever to be thought of, 
ever to be regarded with theſe juſt and elevated 
ſentiments. | | 
He ſhould reign ſupreme in your hearts, the love 
of him controuling all your affections. H ſhould 
reign ſupreme over your lives, the authority of his 
law directing all your actions. He ſhould reign 
| ſupreme over all your views and purſuits, his honour 
and glory being the object to which they ſhould be 
all ſubſervient. Your worſhip ſhould be regular, 
conſtant, and fervent ; worthy your knowledge of 
of that being, who is excellent and glorious above 
all others. Your temper and deportment benevo- 
lent ; worthy of the being, whom you adore as the 
one Gop and FaTHeR of ALU. And your conver- 
ſation pure and holy; worthy the purer worſhip 
you profels to pay to him who hath called you to 
his kingdom and glory. This reminds me to hold 
up to your conſideration, 
Laſtly, The glorious and animating end of your 
faith, of which the apoſtle profefſes his hope; viz. 
« the reſurrection of the dead, of the juſt and the 


e unjuſt.” To that ſolemn event are your thoughts 
C led 
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led forward in every act of devotion and in every 
enquiry after truth: as the conſummation of your 
faith and hope. The day of the reſurrection 1s the 
day which will try your works; which will diſplay 
your ſincerity ; which will recompence your obedi- 
ence, your love of truth and your conſcientious 
adherence to it. The apoſtle, ſupported by this 
hope, was, under falſe accuſations, courageous : and, 
before an unjuſt tribunal, undauntcd. 

With that day in view, Chriſtians, you are ani- 
mated to fulfil the duties of a virtuous life, in its uſual 
exerciſes, with vigour and conſtancy. With that 
day in view, want you any. inducements, any en- 
couragements to fortify your minds in the profeſ- 
ſion of unpopular truth, to reconcile you to unme- 
rited reproach, and to excite you to perſeverance in 
your ſincere and diſintereſted endeavours to bring 
men to the knowledge and worſhip of the Ons 
Gop and FarRER of all? 

The proſpect of that day carries with it every 
* conſideration, every encouragement to godly ſim- 
plicity and ſincerity, to the profeſſion of the truth 
whateyer it may coſt us, and to the maintaining of 
* a conſcience void of offence toward God and to- 
* ward man,” That day will wipe off every injury 
and inſult. That day will vindicate our characters. 
— That day will bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs 
and truth. That day will reveal Chriſt Jeſus coming 
in 
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in the clouds of heaven to puniſh with awful indig- 
nation thoſe who have “ held the truth in unrigh- 
** teouſneſs ;” either wilfully corrupting it, or diſin- 
genuouſly concealing it, or by wicked lives dif- 
gracing it: but coming with power and grace, to 
spplaud and reward the faithful advocates of truth 
and piety. That day will be to all who have borne 
their teſtimony to Chriſt and his truth, a day of 
honour, joy and triumph. 

To that illuſtrious, glorious morning direct, 
Chriitians, your conſtant views. To the felicities 
and honours of it let your ardent expectations riſe, — 
Strengthened by this belief, rejoicing in this hope, 
« fight the good fight of faith and lay hold of eter- 
nal lite,” 
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